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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Crawford et al., U.S. Pub No. 2003/0083984 (reference A in attached PTO-892). 

3. As per claim 1 , Crawford et al .teach a system for enabling a portfolio manager to 
obtain credit approval for an issuer of securities from a credit analyst (see Fig. 1 ; where 
Data Processing System (20) is a credit analyst) comprising: 

a) a database containing issuer information (see Fig. 1; Counterparty Data 
Source (12) and Debt Market Data Source (14)); 

b) means for permitting a portfolio manager to submit a credit approval 
request to a credit analyst (see Fig. 1; User Interface (18) and Processor (26); 
paragraph [0016]); 

c) means for permitting a credit analyst to evaluate the credit approval 

request submitted by the portfolio manager based on the issuer information contained in 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,865 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3691 

the database (see Fig. 1; Dynamic Credit Limit Module (22) and Credit Exposure 
Tracking Module); paragraph [0019] and [0020]); and 
d) means for permitting the credit analyst to resolve the credit approval 
request on behalf of the portfolio manager (see Fig. 1 ; Processor(26) and 
Communication Interface (28); paragraph [0021]). 

4. As per claim 2, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system comprising 

means for broadcasting the credit approval request to the credit analyst for 
evaluation (see Fig. 1; User Interface (18); paragraph [0016]). 

5. As per claim 3, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system comprising 

means for providing the portfolio manager with status messages indicating the 
status of a credit approval request (see Fig. 1: User Interface (18); paragraph [0024] 
and [0025]). 

6. As per claim 4, Crawford et al. teach claim 3 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system wherein 

the means for providing the portfolio manager with status messages includes a 
graphical display providing color-coded status messages (see Fig. 1 ; Fig. 5; paragraph 
[0024] and [0025]). 

7. As per claim 5, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system wherein 
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the issuer information contained in the database includes objective data and 
subjective data (see paragraph [0033]-[0036]). 

8. As per claim 6, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system wherein 

the means for submitting a credit approval request includes a graphical user 
interface having a data entry field for entering a description of the request (see 
paragraph [0024]). 

9. As per claim 7, Crawford et al. teach claim 6 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system wherein 

the graphical user interface permits a portfolio manager to assign a degree of 
relative importance to the credit approval request in a data field (see paragraph [0025]; 
Examiner interprets the listing of counterparties based on priority of credit approval 
request of portfolio manager). 

10. As per claim 8, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system wherein 

the means for permitting the credit analyst to resolve the credit approval request 
includes a graphical user interface accessible by the credit analyst for specifying a 
resolution to the credit approval request in a data field (see paragraph [0023]). 

11. As per claim 9, Crawford et al. teach claim 8 as described above. Crawford et al. 
further teach the system wherein 
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the graphical user interface is adapted and configured to permit the credit analyst 
to resolve the credit approval request by adding an issuer to at least one list of 
approved issuers (see paragraph [0025]). 

12. As per claim 10, Crawford et al. teach a system for enabling a portfolio manager 
to obtain credit approval for an issuer of securities from a credit analyst (see Fig. 1 ; 
where Data Processing System (20) is a credit analyst) comprising: 

a) means for submitting a credit approval request to a credit analyst (see Fig. 1 ; 
User Interface (18) and Processor (26); paragraph [0016]); 

b) means for monitoring the status of the credit approval request (see Fig. 1 ; 
User Interface (18), paragraph [0024]); 

c) means for managing the status of the credit approval request (see Fig. 1 ; User 
Interface (18), paragraph [0025]); and 

d) means for resolving the credit approval request on behalf of the 
portfolio manager (see Fig. 1; Processor (26), paragraph [0021]). 

1 3. As per claim 1 1 , Crawford et al. teach claim 1 0 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the system wherein 

the means for submitting a credit approval request for an issuer includes a 
graphical user interface accessible by a portfolio manager for entering a description of 
the request in a data field (see paragraph [0024]). 
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14. As per claim 12, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 1 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the system wherein 

the graphical user interface permits a portfolio manager to assign a degree of 
relative importance to the credit approval request in a data field (see paragraph [0025]). 

15. As per claim 13, Crawford et al. teach claim 10 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the system 

the means for monitoring the status of the credit approval request includes a 
graphical display viewable by a portfolio manager (see Fig. 1; User Interface (18), 
paragraph [0024]). 

16. As per claim 14, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 3 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the system wherein 

the graphical display provides color-coded status messages viewable by the 
portfolio manager (see paragraph [0024]; where Examiner interprets the display is color 
coded). 

17. As per claim 15, Crawford et al. teach claim 10 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the system wherein 

the means for managing the status of the credit approval request includes a 
graphical user interface accessible by the credit analyst for specifying the status of the 
credit approval request in a data field (see Fig. 1; User Interface (18), paragraph 
[0025]). 

18. As per claim 16, Crawford et al. teach claim 10 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the system wherein A system as recited in Claim 10, wherein 
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the means for resolving the credit approval request includes a graphical user 
interface accessible by the credit analyst for specifying a resolution to the credit 
approval request in a data field (see Fig. 1: Processor (26), paragraph [0021]). 

19. As per claim 17, Crawford et al. teach a method of providing credit approval 
comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving a credit approval request from a portfolio manager (see Fig. 3, steps 
S10 and S12; paragraph [0001] and [0002]; Examiner interprets these steps are as 
result of request be the portfolio manager); 

b) evaluating the credit approval request based upon objective and 
subjective information stored in a database (see Fig. 3, steps S14-S26); 

c) managing the status of the credit approval request (see paragraph [0025]); 

and 

d) resolving the credit approval request on behalf of the portfolio 
manager (see paragraph [0021]). 

20. As per claim 18, Crawford et al. teach claim 17 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the method wherein 

the credit approval request relates to an issuer of securities (see paragraph 
[0016], [0033] and [0034]). 

21. As per claim 19, Crawford et al. teach claim 17 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the method wherein 
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the credit approval request relates to a security from an issuer (see paragraph 
[0005], [0036] and [0036]). 

22. As per claim 20, Crawford et al. teach claim 1 7 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the method according, wherein 

the step of managing the status of the credit approval request includes 
communicating status messages to the portfolio manager (see paragraph [0024]). 

23. As per claim 21 , Crawford et al. teach claim 1 7 as described above. Crawford et 
al. further teach the method wherein 

the step of resolvjng the credit approval request includes communicating a 
resolution to the credit approval request to the portfolio manager (see paragraph [0021] 
and [0024]). 

Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosures. The following are pertinent to current invention, though not 
relied upon: 

Bennet et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2001/0037288) teach online purchasing system 
supporting lenders with affordability screening. 

DeFranncesco et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,181,427) teach automated credit 
application system. 

Fletcher et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 12,190) teach method and system for 
commercial credit analysis. 
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Grey et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2002/0133365) teach system and method or 
aggregating reputational information. 

Hueler (U.S. Pub No. 2002/0026401 ) teaches system and method for facilitating 
electronic bidding between buyer and seller in financial industries. 

Jones et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,239,462) teach method and apparatus for 
automatically determining the approval status of a potential borrower. 

Lardy et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,089,207) teach method and system for 
determining a company's probability of no default. 

Lefner et al. (U.S. Pub no. 2005/0065874) teach credit approval monitoring 
system and method. 

Lui et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2005/0027645) teach business enterprise risk model and 
method. 

May (U.S. Patent No. 6,421,653) teaches systems, methods and computer 
program products for electronic trading of financial instruments. 

Noh (U.S. Pub No. 2004/0158520) teaches method and apparatus for evaluating 
and monitoring collateralized debt obligations. 

Ringler et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2003/0182215) teach network-enabled method and 
system for asset finance. 

Wilson et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2003/0195868) teach methods and systems for 
correlated company data stored in an electronic database. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bijendra K. Shrestha whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1374. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM-4:30 PM (Monday- 
Friday); 2nd Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571 ) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99,(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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